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When	it	comes	to	the	Google	search	box,	you	already	know	the	tricks:	finding	exact	phrases	matches	using	quotes	like	"so	say	we	all"	or	searching	a	single	site	using	site:lifehacker.com	gmail.	But	there	are	many	more	oblique,	clever,	and	lesser-known	search	recipes	and	operators	that	work	from	that	unassuming	little	input	box.	Dozens	of	Google
search	guides	detail	the	tips	you	already	know,	but	today	we're	skipping	the	obvious	and	highlighting	our	favorite	obscure	Google	web	search	tricks.10.	Get	the	local	time	anywhere	What	time	is	it	in	Bangkok	right	now?	Ask	Google.	Enter	simply	what	time	is	it	to	get	the	local	time	in	big	cities	around	the	world,	or	add	the	locale	at	the	end	of	your
query,	like	what	time	is	it	hong	kong	to	get	the	local	time	there.9.	Track	flight	status	Enter	the	airline	and	flight	number	into	the	Google	search	box	and	get	back	the	arrival	and	departure	times	right	inside	Google's	search	results.8.	Convert	currency,	metrics,	bytes,	and	more	Google's	powerful	built-in	converter	calculator	can	help	you	out	whether
you're	cooking	dinner,	traveling	abroad,	or	building	a	PC.	Find	out	how	many	teaspoons	are	in	a	quarter	cup	(quarter	cup	in	teaspoons)	or	how	many	seconds	there	are	in	a	year	(seconds	in	a	year)	or	how	many	euros	there	are	to	five	dollars	(5	USD	in	Euro).	For	the	geekier	set,	bits	in	kilobytes	(155473	bytes	in	kilobytes)	and	numbers	in	hex	or	binary
(19	in	binary)	are	also	pretty	useful.7.	Compare	items	with	"better	than"	and	find	similar	items	with	"reminds	me	of"	Reader	Adam	taps	the	wisdom	of	the	crowds	by	searching	for	like	items	using	key	phrases.	He	writes	in:Simply	search	for,	in	quotes:	"better	than	_keyword_"Some	example	results:	Results	1	-	100	of	about	550	English	pages	for	"	better
than	WinAmp".	Results	1	-	57	of	57	English	pages	for	"	better	than	mIRC".Results	1	-	100	of	about	17,500	English	pages	for	"	better	than	Digg".	(Wow.	Poor	Digg.)The	results	will	almost	always	lead	you	to	discovering	alternatives	to	whatever	it	is	you're	searching	for.	Using	the	same	concept,	you	can	use	this	trick	to	discover	new	music	or	movies.	For
example,	"	reminds	me	of	_someband_"	or	"sounds	like	_someband_"	will	pull	up	artists	people	have	thought	sounded	similar	to	the	one	you	typed	in.	This	is	also	a	great	way	to	find	good,	no-name	musicians	you'd	probably	never	know	of	otherwise.Examples:	Results	1	-	88	of	88	English	pages	for	"	reminds	me	of	Metallica".	Results	1	-	36	of	36	English
pages	for	"	similar	to	Garden	State".	Results	1	-	66	of	66	English	pages	for	"	sounds	like	The	Shins".Just	get	creative	and	you'll,	without	a	doubt,	find	cool	new	stuff	you	probably	never	knew	existed.6.	Use	Google	as	a	free	proxy	What,	your	company	blocks	that	hip	new	web	site	just	because	it	drops	the	F	bomb	occasionally?	Use	Google's	cache	to	take
a	peek	even	when	the	originating	site's	being	blocked,	with	cache:example.com.5.	Remove	affiliate	links	from	product	searchesWhen	you're	sick	of	seeing	duplicate	product	search	results	from	the	likes	of	eBay,	Bizrate,	Pricerunner,	and	Shopping.com,	clear	'em	out	by	stacking	up	the	-site:ebay.com	-site:bizrate.com	-site:shopping.com	operator.
Alternately,	check	out	Give	Me	Back	My	Google	(original	post),	a	service	that	does	all	that	known	reseller	cleaning	up	for	you	when	you	search	for	products.	Compare	this	GMBMG	search	for	a	Cruzer	1GB	flash	drive	to	the	regular	Google	results.Search	page	Give	Me	Back	My	Google	removes	"annoying	affiliate	links"	and	SEO	spam	from	your…Read
more4.	Find	related	terms	and	documentsOk,	this	one's	direct	from	any	straight-up	advanced	search	operator	cheat	sheet,	but	it's	still	one	of	the	lesser-used	tricks	in	the	book.	Adding	a	tilde	(~)	to	a	search	term	will	return	related	terms.	For	example,	Googling	~nutrition	returns	results	with	the	words	nutrition,	food,	and	health	in	them.3.	Find	music
and	comic	books	Using	a	combination	of	advanced	search	operators	that	specify	music	files	available	in	an	Apache	directory	listing,	you	can	turn	Google	into	your	personal	Napster.	Go	ahead,	try	this	search	for	Nirvana	tracks:	-inurl:(htm|html|php)	intitle:"index	of"	+"last	modified"	+"parent	directory"	+description	+size	+(wma|mp3)	"Nirvana".	(Sub
out	Nirvana	for	the	band	you're	interested	in;	use	this	one	in	conjunction	with	number	7	to	find	new	music,	too.)	The	same	type	of	search	recipe	can	find	comic	books	as	well.The	always	handy	Tech-Recipes	has	come	up	with	a	way	to	quickly	search	for	free	comic	books	online…Read	more2.	ID	people,	objects,	and	foreign	language	words	and	phrases
with	Google	Image	Search	Google	Image	search	results	show	you	instead	of	tell	you	about	a	word.	Don't	know	what	jicama	looks	like?	Not	sure	if	the	person	named	"Priti"	who	you're	emailing	with	is	a	woman	or	a	man?	Spanish	rusty	and	you	forgot	what	"corazon"	is?	Pop	your	term	into	Google	Image	Search	(or	type	image	jicama	into	the	regular
search	box)	to	see	what	your	term's	about.1.	Make	Google	recognize	faces	If	you're	doing	an	image	search	for	Paris	Hilton	and	don't	want	any	of	the	French	city,	a	special	URL	parameter	in	Google's	Image	search	will	do	the	trick.	Add	&imgtype=face	to	the	end	of	your	image	search	to	just	get	images	of	faces,	without	any	inanimate	objects.	Try	it	out
with	a	search	for	rose	(which	returns	many	photos	of	flowers)	versus	rose	with	the	face	parameter.What's	your	favorite	ninja	Google	search	technique?	Tell	us	about	it	in	the	comments.Photo	by	Stephen	Coburn	.	Taking	a	page	from	Twitter,	Google’s	new	social	network,	Google+,	is	releasing	two	new	features	that	will	help	users	search	posts	more
easily:	real-time	search	results	and	improved	hashtag	support.	The	releases	come	during	a	particularly	difficult	week	for	Google.	An	employee	accidentally	shared	an	update	on	Google+	publicly,	calling	out	the	execution	of	Google+	as	a	“pathetic	afterthought”	in	a	public	post.	Chitika,	a	data	analytics	firm,	released	a	report	claiming	that	Google+
traffic	has	dropped	by	a	whopping	60	percent.	Undaunted,	Google	CEO	Larry	Page	claimed	that	Google+	was	on	the	right	track	and	has	attracted	more	than	40	million	users	during	a	conference	call	Thursday	to	discuss	the	company’s	third	quarter	financial	results.	He	also	hinted	that	a	bigger	Google+	integration	into	Google’s	suite	of	products	is
coming,	saying:	Think	about	it	this	way:	Last	quarter,	we	shipped	the	‘Plus,’	and	now	we’re	going	to	ship	the	Google	part,	he	said.	In	a	Google+	post,	Google’s	SVP	of	Engineering,	Vic	Gundotra,	said	he	hopes	these	two	new	features	will	“make	it	easier	to	follow	and	contribute	to	live	events	on	Google+,	including	breaking	news,	sporting	events,	and
many	others.”	Here’s	what	you	need	to	know	about	them.Google+:	Im	Just	Not	That	Into	YouGoogle+	Real-Time	SearchLast	month,	Google+	announced	the	search	feature.	Now	when	you	search	in	Google+,	you’ll	see	a	message	about	new	posts	immediately	once	they’re	available.To	do	this,	enter	a	term	into	the	search	bar	and	hit	Enter.	The	results
that	appear	will	be	the	“best	posts”	on	that	topic.If	you	wait	a	few	seconds,	depending	on	how	popular	your	search	term	is,	youll	notice	a	box	appear	on	the	top	that	denotes	the	most	recent	posts	related	to	your	search	term—very	similar	to	how	Twitter	streams	function.	Click	it	to	begin	streaming	the	results	in	real-time.	To	pause	the	stream,	just	click
the	Pause	button	in	the	top-right,	and	click	Play	to	resume	real-time	streaming.Google+	hashtags	function	the	same	way	that	Twitter	hashtags	do.	Use	the	(#)	symbol	to	categorize	a	post.	Once	you	share	it,	Google+	will	automatically	link	the	hashtag	to	search	results.	You	dont	need	to	use	hashtags	on	Google+	since	search	will	work	without	them.	If
you	don’t	notice	the	new	features	yet,	you	should	receive	them	soon.	Google’s	Gundotra	says	that	both	features	are	rolling	out	gradually.	Google+	Tips:	4	Tools	to	Boost	Your	Social	Networking	Experience	10	Google+	Tips	for	Beginners	5	Google+	Tips	for	Advanced	Users	5	Google+	Privacy	Settings	You	Need	to	KnowKristin	Burnham	covers
consumer	technology,	social	networking	and	Web	2.0	for	CIO.com.	Follow	Kristin	on	Twitter	@kmburnham.	Follow	everything	from	CIO.com	on	Twitter	@CIOonline	and	on	Facebook.	Email	Kristin	at	kburnham@cio.com	Google	may	be	the	biggest	and	most	popular	search	engine	by	far,	but	its	data	harvesting	practices	can	leave	a	bad	taste	in	your
mouth.	But	it’s	not	the	only	search	engine	out	there,	and	in	fact,	many	of	them	can	offer	something	that	Google	doesn’t:	Privacy.	Contents	StartpageDuckDuckGoBraveQwantMicrosoft	Bing	Here	are	some	of	the	best	alternatives	to	Google	Search,	with	a	collection	of	useful	features	and	the	option	of	remaining	entirely	anonymous,	no	matter	what
you’re	looking	for.	Startpage	Startpage	is	a	Dutch	search	engine	that	was	officially	launched	in	2002	after	being	merged	with	its	sister	company,	Ixquick.	It	has	privacy	as	one	of	its	unique	selling	points	and	promises	that	it	doesn’t	store	your	personal	information.	It	also	claims	that	it	doesn’t	track,	log,	or	share	your	search	history.	Since	Startpage
doesn’t	store	your	previously-searched	data,	it	does	not	show	targeted	advertisements	based	on	it.	The	ads	that	you	see	on	the	site	are	strictly	contextual	based	on	the	keywords	you	use	to	search	for	something.	This	privacy-oriented	search	engine	also	leverages	an	Anonymous	View	feature	that	allows	you	to	perform	searches	through	proxy	for	an
extra	layer	of	security.	A	primary	reason	behind	Startpage	not	being	as	artificial	intelligence	(A.I.)-loaded	as	Google	is	because	it	is	based	in	the	Netherlands	and	is	protected	by	the	privacy	laws	of	the	European	Union.	Hence,	it	isn’t	victim	to	programs	such	as	PRISM,	a	surveillance	program	from	the	U.S.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	the



information	that	you	provide	on	these	sites	isn’t	completely	protected	from	external	eyes.	The	Nine	Eyes,	an	intelligence	alliance	working	with	Denmark,	France,	the	Netherlands,	and	Norway,	facilitates	the	sharing	of	information	between	the	different	countries.	Companies	headquartered	in	those	countries	can	be	compelled	to	share	user	data	with
their	agencies,	which	in	turn	share	it	with	other	countries.	That’s	not	to	say	there	is	much	to	share,	but	it’s	important	to	take	into	account	when	your	privacy	is	paramount.	DuckDuckGo	DuckDuckGo,	like	Startpage,	is	another	search	engine	that	has	privacy	as	one	of	its	primary	distinguishing	features.	It	promises	the	protection	of	your	personal
information	and	search	data,	thus	guaranteeing	that	it	won’t	trap	you	in	filter	bubbles	of	highly	customized	search	results.	By	profiling	users,	sites	such	as	Google	create	a	prototype	of	your	identity	in	their	databases.	The	faux	identities	that	the	sites	create	are	not	only	highly	reductionist	in	nature	but	also	incomplete,	stereotypical,	and	generalizing.
DuckDuckGo’s	main	premise	is	that	it	doesn’t	profile	its	consumers	in	categories	and	shows	everyone	all	the	available	search	results	for	a	keyword	on	which	a	search	is	performed.	Similar	to	Startpage,	DuckDuckGo	also	shows	ads	based	on	keywords,	unlike	Google,	which	uses	past	data	and	user	patterns	to	choose	which	ads	to	show.	The	revenue	the
site	earns	is	through	affiliate	relationships	with	Amazon	and	eBay.	Brave	Brave	is	another	privacy-focused	search	engine	that	was	recently	launched	and	has	its	headquarters	in	San	Francisco.	Based	on	the	Chromium	browser,	it	is	open-source	software	that	gives	you	a	free	license	to	use,	copy,	study,	and	change	it	in	any	way.	Its	source	code	is	openly
shared,	encouraging	you	to	voluntarily	improve	its	design.	Because	of	Brave’s	unique	structure,	it	has	successfully	garnered	more	than	32	million	active	monthly	users.	Like	the	other	search	engines	on	this	list,	Brave	also	prides	itself	on	its	privacy	settings.	It	blocks	site	trackers	and	online	ads	as	a	part	of	its	default	settings.	However,	another	very
interesting	feature	of	this	search	engine	is	that	it	features	optional	ads,	which	you’re	paid	to	watch.	Payment	is	made	in	the	form	of	a	cryptocurrency	known	as	Basic	Attention	Tokens	or	BAT.	You	then	have	the	option	to	use	this	currency	to	pay	sites	or	your	favorite	content	creators.	You	can	also	simply	keep	the	money	for	yourself.	Brave	Search	is
available	globally	on	all	Brave	browsers	(desktop,	Android,	and	iOS)	as	one	of	the	search	options	alongside	other	search	engines	and	will	become	the	default	search	in	the	Brave	browser	later	this	year.	It	is	also	available	from	any	other	browser	at	search.brave.com.	Qwant	Qwant,	launched	in	July	2013,	is	a	France-based	search	engine	that	also	aims
to	keep	you	from	being	stuck	in	personalization	hell.	Operated	from	Paris,	Qwant	is	also	subject	to	the	stringent	privacy	laws	of	the	European	Union,	just	as	Startpage	is,	and	guards	your	data	according	to	the	General	Data	Protection	Regulation	passed	in	2018.	The	French	website	has	its	own	indexing	engine	and	promises	that	it	doesn’t	keep	track	of
your	search	history.	Available	in	26	languages,	Qwant	now	processes	more	than	10	million	search	requests	per	day	and	more	than	50	million	users	a	month.	According	to	its	privacy	policy,	Qwant	“does	not	collect	data	about	its	users	when	they	search.”	It	also	claims	it	doesn’t	make	use	of	any	cookies	or	trackers.	An	interesting	feature	Qwant	offers	is
limiting	third-party	sites’	insight	into	your	search	data.	This	means	the	websites	providing	results	do	not	see	what	you	search	for,	thus	staying	oblivious	of	your	online	identity,	behavior,	and	search	patterns.	It	is	worth	mentioning	that	Qwant	is	a	part	of	the	Five	Eyes	intelligence	alliance.	It	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	it	isn’t	private,	but	it	isn’t	quite	as
protected	from	oversight	as	ones	hosted	outside	the	reach	of	these	networks.	Microsoft	Bing	Previously	known	as	Bing,	Microsoft	Bing	is	a	search	engine	launched	in	2009	and	owned	and	run	by,	as	the	name	suggests,	Microsoft.	Just	like	Google	does,	Bing	provides	web,	video,	image,	and	map	results.	Bing	claims	it	doesn’t	track	your	search	activities
like	Google	does.	It	uses	HTTPS	that	enables	it	to	respond	to	your	search	queries	securely.	It	also	promises	that	it	provides	end-to-end	encryption	to	offer	extra	security	and	make	sure	no	third-party	apps	are	using	your	data	for	their	own	advantage.	Bing’s	unique	feature	is	an	option	to	sign	in	to	an	enterprise	account,	which	could	mean	your	work	or
school	account.	Bing	never	associates	your	search	data	with	your	workplace	identity,	nor	does	it	provide	you	with	targeted	ads	based	on	it.	Microsoft	is	based	in	the	U.S.,	so	it	can	be	compelled	to	share	data	with	law	enforcement	agencies	if	requested	to	do	so.	Editors'	Recommendations
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